point of view
Medical research is growing at an impressive rate, and an increasing number of papers are submitted to biomedical journals each year. As only a fraction of those submitted will finally be published, criteria for accepting medical research papers are becoming more and more stringent. An essential part of many of these papers is the statistical analysis whose final output is often a p-value. It Another reporting strategy, commonly seen in abstracts and in HIV-related trials, consists of the description of the relative instead of the absolute benefit.7 8 Thus, if the rate of progression to an endpoint during a period of time is 6% in the control group, and that of the experimental group is 3%, the true difference of only 3% may be reported as a 50% improvement. This style of reporting does not differentiate between this quantitatively small difference and that obtained between two treatments that had a response rate of 45% and 90%, respectively, although, the meaning of the 50% improvement in these two experiments is very different. How information is framed greatly affects its interpretation, and both patients and physicians will have a tendency to choose the experimental treatment if the results are presented in relative as opposed to absolute terms. 14 15 Finally, another problem arises with the interpretation of meta-analyses.'6 This epidemiologic procedure is a powerful tool for finding statistically significant differences by combining several similar trials in order to obtain a large sample size.'7 One of the 'weaknesses' of meta-analysis resides precisely in its potency. If several large and well designed trials have not found a conclusive benefit of one treatment over another, it is probably because the benefit is marginal or not very significant clinically; this clinical significance will not be substantially increased by a metaanalysis demonstrating statistically significant differences. I would not feel very comfortable if I had a disease whose treatment depended on the result of a meta-analysis. 
